
 

     

The Christian community at St Peter’s is called to  

celebrate, live and reflect the love of God in Jesus Christ 

io28th NOVEMBER 2021                                 ADVENT 1 

READINGS FOR TODAY 

Jeremiah           33 v 14 – 16;  

1 Thessalonians 3 v 9 – end;                    

 Luke                  21 v 25 – 36 

PARISH OFFICE: TEL:01252 331161                                                                                    

e- mail: office@saint-peters-ash.org.uk 

BOOKINGS OF WEDDINGS, BANNS & BAPTISMS – phone for an 

appointment on 01252 321517 or 01252 331161 

WEBSITE: www.saint-peters-ash.org.uk 

 
*********************************************************************************

COLLECT FOR ADVENT 1 

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
******************************************************************* 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY – ADVENT 2  

Malachi 3 v 1 – 4; Philippians 1 v 3 – 11; Luke 3 v 1 - 6 

************************************************************************

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS – our prayers and good wishes go 

to all who are celebrating their birthday at this time: SUE 

HAYWARD (29th); JOHN MONK (2nd); MARY LAMONT (4th) 

*********************************************************************

FAMILY SERVICE - Our next Family Service will be on 

Sunday 12th December at 10 am. 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 

SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 11 am to 1 pm 
 

We are looking for prizes for the Raffle and Tombola, 

Bottles of any description for a bottle stall, Bric - a - Brac 

that isn’t damaged! We shall be setting up on Friday 3rd 

from 2 – 30 pm.  

*********************************************************************  

CHRISTMAS TREE EXHIBITION 
We are having an exhibition of Christmas Trees, Nativity 

sets and decorations in church on 4th December (same day 

as our Christmas Fair) and 5th December. Each tree will take 

a Christmas Carol as its theme. If you'd like to decorate a 

tree, lend us a nativity set or decoration or help church sit 

please speak to Barbara Rose. 

************************************************************************ 

R.I.P – The funeral for BETTY WELSMAN is on Wednesday 

8th December at 12 – 15 pm in church – all welcome. This 

service will be followed by cremation attended only by the 

family. 

*********************************************************************  

ADVENT COURSE – ‘Light in the darkness’ - A 4-part course 

helping us to reflect, at the darkest time of the year, on our 

calling to be Lights for Christ. We shall be running both 

daytime and evening sessions, in person, in St Peter’s 

Centre. All sessions 1 hour. Session 1 – Tuesday 30th Nov at 

7 – 30pm, repeated on Wednesday 1st Dec at 2 – 30 pm. 

Session 2 - Tuesday 7th at 7 – 30 pm/ Wednesday 8th at              

10 – 30 am. Session 3 – Tuesday 14th at 7 – 30 

pm/Wednesday 15th at 10 – 30 am. Session 4 – Tuesday 11th 

January at 7 – 30 pm/ Wednesday 12th January at 10 – 30am. 

************************************************************************

MOTHERS’ UNION - Monday 29th at 8pm in the Centre: a 

meeting to make decorations for our exhibition Christmas 

tree . All welcome. Please bring any old Christmas cards, 

you can spare depicting small nativity related scenes. 

Scissors might be useful too. 
 

Wednesday 1st December at 2.30 pm in the Centre: the first 

of the daytime Advent sessions, led by Fr. Keith - followed 

by tea , biscuits and chat . All welcome. 

************************************************************************ 

mailto:office@saint-peters-ash.org.uk
http://www.saint-peters-ash.org.uk/


 

 

SERMON FOR ADVENT 1 - FR. KEITH 

 
It might seem a bit irreverent, but, when I looked at today’s 

Gospel reading, I thought of Frankie Howard’s ‘Up Pompeii’. 

There was a woman in it who popped up in every episode to 

pour cold water on everyone’s enjoyment. ‘Senna the 

Soothsayer’ always appeared with her catchphrase ‘Woe, 

woe and thrice woe’, to announce that imminent disaster 

was about to befall them all. Being set in ancient Pompeii, 

we knew that if this had been real, she would have been 

proved right. But, to the people in the story, she was just a 

killjoy and a nuisance. After all, who wants to keep hearing 

that everything’s about to come crashing down around your 

ears? 

 

Now, of course, what Jesus was saying about the End, is no 

joke for any of us. But the reaction to his predictions of the 

trials that lie ahead, were probably no more welcome to most 

of his hearers than were those of the fictional Senna! Some 

people in Jesus’ time, were, it is true, hoping that God would 

intervene, kick the Romans out of their country and restore 

justice and peace to the world, on the long awaited ‘Day of 

the Lord’. But back then, as now, I suspect that most didn’t 

want to think about something as serious as this.  

 

Today, this subject is still a problem for Christian witness, 

especially at this time of year. The themes of Advent – death, 

judgement, heaven and hell, are hardly in keeping with the 

festive spirit that shops and the media are promoting. They 

are not what most people want to be thinking about in the 

lead up to Christmas. Hence the preference for carol 

services over services of penitence – even though the 

church teaches us that Advent should have a similar serious 

flavour to Lent.  

 

So, what should our approach be? We can’t just ignore 

Jesus’ words, or the whole subject of the ‘End’, that is 

embedded in his message of the coming of the Kingdom. 

Our mediaeval ancestors painted their churches with 

terrifying scenes of the Last Judgement, with graphic 

images of what was going to happen to the unrepentant 

sinner in the fires of Hell. Today that kind of warning would 

have little effect on people who are already bombarded with 

images of horror from real life hellish events here on earth. 

Moreover, most people, at least in western countries, are 

now so indifferent to the Christian faith, it would be unlikely 

to have much impact – they wouldn’t see the relevance.  

 

In reaching out to people, therefore, better perhaps, to begin 

by picking up on positive side of Jesus’ message ‘when 

these things begin to take place, stand up and raise you 

heads, because you redemption is drawing near’. We know 

that the future for those who turn to Jesus is good. Beyond 

the trials and destruction is the promise of a life of peace 

and happiness for all eternity. And, just as importantly, we 

know that that can begin for people now, even in the midst 

of all that is negative. Jesus uses the parable of the fig tree 

sprouting new leaves, as a sign of promise for a brighter 

future. Even as the terrible things are taking place, Jesus 

says ‘you know that the Kingdom of God is near’. It is 

dawning already even for the generation to whom Jesus is 

speaking. It has clearly not arrived in all of it’s fullness yet, 

but it has started to take effect in the person of Jesus, the 

Son of Man’, with his message of hope and renewal. His 

promise to come again in the future will then bring the 

Kingdom to fulfilment. 

Our Advent course, this year, is entitled ‘Lights in the 

darkness’ and is designed to help us to reflect, at the darkest 

time of year, on our calling to be lights for Christ. I hope it 

will help us reach out to others with the Good News that we 

have been entrusted to spread to the world. We can’t avoid 

teachings about the Last Judgement, or Jesus’ warnings 

about the trials that lie ahead, but, explaining Jesus’  

message of hope might be the best place to start to engage 

with others, not by trying to frighten them into the faith. 

 

So, although the world may be one step ahead of us in its’ 

anticipation of Christmas, that needn’t be a negative. We can 

use Advent to help people to see the relevance of the baby 

of Bethlehem, not just for Christmas, but for the whole year. 

We can talk about His teaching and His example of love in 

action, and how we can all make a difference for good if we 

follow Him. Also, tell people how their lives can have more 

meaning and fulfilment. Jesus urges us to be ready for His 

coming again, and not to be so weighed down with present 

concerns that we fail to look ahead. The way we live as 

people of Light, can encourage others to think again about 

their future and look at Jesus as being more than just a 

character in the nostalgia that is Christmas. Advent should 

be a very positive season. A time to focus on the Good News 

and rejoice, because our redemption is drawing near and 

there is light and hope in spite of all the darkness around us. 

************************************************************************ 

100 CLUB LETTERS – regarding subscriptions for 2022 are 

at the back of church. To join the 100 club – only £5 per 

month – please contact the Parish Office. 

************************************************************************ 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH – in St Peter’s Centre – 12 – 30 pm 

to 4 pm. This will be subject to Covid regulations at that time. 

Please sign the list in church of you would like to come. 

Transport available. 

************************************************************************

CHURCH CALENDARS FOR 2022 - now on sale – just £5. 

Please pay Linda Tallon or Sheila. There are envelopes 

available for easy posting. 

************************************************************************ 

CARD WRITING LUNCH CLUB - Our next meeting is on 

Monday December 13th. If you would like to join us for lunch 

and to write to those suffering for their faith please phone 

Barbara Rose 07761808727. 

************************************************************************ 

Please pray for the souls of the recently departed: SYLVIA 

LODGE; JILL LEVERS; GEORGE MIDDLETON; SALLY ANN 

MAPLE; TONY WHELTON; BETTY WELSMAN; JANICE 

BUCKLAND; DAVID DENNISON 

************************************************************************ 
CHRISTMAS SOUP AND MORE – on Friday 17th December 

between 12 noon and 3 pm all residents of Ash are invited 

to drop in to the Ash Centre to share soup, cake, music, 

company and more. Contact Ash Parish Council lfor more 

information on 01252 328287. 

************************************************************************ 

BURNS NIGHT CELEBRATION – Saturday 29th January 2022. 

Please sign the list if you would like to come (subject to 

Covid Regulations at the time). The cost is £15 per person 

which will include a 3-course meal and some Burns night 

traditions and dancing. Arrive 6 – 45 pm for a 7 pm start Only 

40 tickets available. Contact 01252 322292 or 01252 758375. 

************************************************************************ 

ST PETER’S PRAYER CHAIN - If you would like prayer 

for yourself or somebody else please phone: 01252 322292 

or 01252 323037. This is a confidential service. 


